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T he lawyer or
doctor in his or
her 38th profes-
sional year often

will say he or she is still
“practicing” law or “prac-
ticing” medicine.
One might ask, “You

mean that after all of
those years, you still
haven’t learned your pro-
fession?” This use of
“practicing” is one exam-
ple of the continuing in-
fluence of Latin in the
English language. Al-
though today, “to prac-
tice” is generally under-
stood as learning a skill by
repeated performance, in
medieval times, altered
spellings of the Latin
word, “practicare,” meant
to carry on a profession.
Dating back to the

founding of Rome in 753

B.C. and seemingly now a
relic, Latin remains a
lively part of the English
language and many other
languages. There are
many common Latin
words and phrases in the
English language. Here is
a sampling: ad hoc, ad
infinitum, ad nauseam,
alias, alibi, alma mater,
antebellum, audio, bona
fide, caveat emptor (buyer
beware), de facto, ergo,
emeritus, et cetera, ex
post facto, habeas corpus

(deliver the body), in
absentia, in memoriam, in
toto, ipso facto, magna
cum laude, magnum opus,
modus operandi, nolo
contendere, non sequitur,
per annum, per capita, per
diem, per se, persona non
grata, pro rata, quasi, quid
pro quo, quorum, rigor
mortis, semper fidelis,
status quo, summa cum
laude, tabula rasa, verba-
tim, veto and vice versa.
One hardly notices they
are Latin.
The historical influence

of Latin goes far beyond
these. Plutarch’s wonder-
ful biographies of famous
Greek and Roman sol-
diers, legislators, orators
and statesmen – originally
written in Greek – were
preserved and translated
into Latin and eventually

English.
Plutarch’s “Lives” was a

favorite of Harry Truman.
In assessing the accom-
plishments and failings of
great individuals, and in
words that might apply to
any reasonably honest and
decent individual depend-
ing on the seriousness and
circumstances of such
person’s past errors or
crimes, Plutarch wrote:
“Since it is difficult, or
rather impossible, to rep-
resent a man’s life as
entirely spotless and free
from blame, we should
use the best chapters in it
to build up the most com-
plete picture and regard
this as the true likeness.
Any errors or crimes, on
the other hand, which
may tarnish a man’s ca-
reer and may have been

committed out of passion
or political necessity, we
should regard rather as a
lapse from a particular
virtue than as the product
of some innate vice. We
must not dwell on them
too emphatically in our
history, but should rather
show indulgence to hu-
man nature for its in-
ability to produce a char-
acter which is absolutely
good and uncompromis-
ingly dedicated to virtue.”
The famous English

lawyer Sir Edward Coke
coined the phrase, “domus
sua cuique est tutissimum
refugium” – a man’s house
is his castle. Following the
passing of Queen Eliza-
beth, Coke in 1603 fa-
mously prosecuted Sir
Walter Raleigh for treason
against the king, declaring
Raleigh to be a “vile vip-
er.”
The great philosopher

and mathematician Leib-
nitz wrote, “…(I)t is well
from time to time to ac-
custom ourselves to col-
lect our thoughts and to
raise ourselves above the
present tumult of impres-

sions, to go forth, so to
speak, from the place
where we are, to say to
ourselves: Dic cur hic?
respice finem, where are
we then? … let us come to
the point.”
Despite the chaos and

frivolity of today’s unprec-
edented tumult of daily
impressions, Latin still
allows solemn reflection
upon a fundamental prin-
ciple of law.
Many years ago, a man

was arrested for public
exposure in the moun-
tains. When the case came
before a federal judge, the
judge recited this limerick,
“There once was a man
named Rex, who had a
miniscule organ of sex.
When jailed for exposure,
he said with composure,
de minimis non curat lex.”
In other words, the law

does not trouble with
trifles.

Daniel O. Jamison is an
attorney with Dowling
Aaron Inc. in Fresno. He
can be reached at
djamison@
dowlingaaron.com

Thanks to Latin, I am
still ‘practicing’ law
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F irst I had to deal
with the presi-
dent-elect scold-
ing.

During his interview
with The New York Times
last week, Donald Trump
chided me twice for being
too tough on him.
Sitting next to our pub-

lisher, Arthur Sulzberger
Jr., Trump invited every-
one around the table to
call him if they saw any-
thing “where you feel that
I’m wrong.”
“You can call me; Ar-

thur can call me, I would
love to hear,” he said.
“The only one who can’t
call me is Maureen. She
treats me too rough.”
Then I had to go home

for Thanksgiving and deal
with my family scolding
me about the media mis-
reading the country. I
went cold turkey to eat
hot turkey: no therapy
dog, no weaving therapy,
no yoga, no acupuncture,
no meditation, no cry-in.
The minute I saw my

sister’s Trump champagne
and a Cersei figurine as

the centerpiece – my
brother, Kevin, nick-
named Hillary “Cersei”
during this year’s brutal
game of thrones – I knew I
wasn’t in a safe space.
My little basket of de-

plorables, as I call my
conservative family, gloat-
ed with Trump toasts
galore, and Kevin present-
ed me with his annual
holiday column with an
extra flourish.
My colleague Paul

Krugman tweeted Friday
that “affluent, educated
suburbanites” who voted
for Trump are “fools.”
What else is there to say,
he asked.
Well, here is what Ke-

vin, an affluent, educated
suburbanite, has to say in
his column, titled an

“Election therapy guide
for liberals”:

Donald Trump pulled
off one of the greatest
political feats in modern
history by defeating Hill-
ary Clinton and the vaunt-
ed Clinton machine.
The election was a com-

plete repudiation of Ba-
rack Obama: his fantasy
world of political correct-
ness, the politicization of
the Justice Department
and the IRS, an out-of-
control EPA, his neutering
of the military, his non-
support of the police and
his fixation on things like
transgender bathrooms.
Since he became presi-
dent, his party has lost 63
House seats, 10 Senate
seats and 14 governor-
ships.
The country had sig-

naled strongly in the last
two midterms that they
were not happy. The
Dems’ answer was to give
them more of the same
from a person they did not
like or trust.
Preaching – and pander-

ing – with a message of
inclusion, the Democrats
have instead become a
party where incivility and
bad manners are taken for
granted, rudeness is rou-
tine, religion is mocked

and there is absolutely no
respect for a differing
opinion. This did not go
down well in the Midwest,
where Trump flipped
three blue states and 44
electoral votes.
The rudeness reached

its peak when Vice Presi-
dent-elect Mike Pence
was booed by attendees of
“Hamilton” and then
pompously lectured by the
cast. This may play well
with the New York theater
crowd but is considered
boorish and unacceptable
by those of us taught to
respect the office of the
president and vice presi-
dent, if not the occupants.
Here is a short primer

for the young protesters. If
your preferred candidate
loses, there is no need for
mass hysteria, canceled
midterms, safe spaces,
crying rooms or group
primal screams. You
might understand this
better if you had not re-
ceived participation tro-
phies, undeserved grades
to protect your feelings or
even if you had a proper
understanding of civics.
The Democrats are now

crying that Hillary had
more popular votes. That
can be her participation
trophy.
If any of my sons had

told me they were too
distraught over a national
election to take an exam, I
would have brought them
home the next day, fearful
of the instruction they
were receiving. Not one of
the top 50 colleges man-
date one semester of
Western Civilization.
Maybe they should re-
think that.
Trump received over 62

million votes, not all of
them cast by homo-
phobes, Islamophobes,
racists, sexists, misogy-
nists or any other “-ists.” I
would caution Trump
deniers that all of the
crying and whining is not
good preparation for the
coming storm. The liberal
media, both print and
electronic, has lost all
credibility.
I am reasonably sure

that none of the main-
stream print media had
stories prepared for a
Trump victory. I watched
the networks and cable
stations in their midnight
meltdown – embodied by
Rachel Maddow explain-
ing to viewers that they
were not having a “ter-
rible, terrible dream” and
that they had not died and
“gone to hell.”
The media’s criticism of

Trump’s high-level picks

as “not diverse enough”
or “too white and male” –
a day before he named
two women and offered a
Cabinet position to an
African American – mag-
nified this fact.
Here is a final word to

my Democratic friends.
The election is over.
There will not be a do-
over. So let me bid fare-
well to Al Sharpton, Ben
Rhodes and the Clintons.
Note to Cher, Barbra,
Amy Schumer and Lena
Dunham: Your plane is
waiting.
And to Jon Stewart, who

talked about moving to
another planet: Your
spaceship is waiting. To
Bruce Springsteen, Jay Z,
Beyoncé and Katy Perry,
thanks for the free con-
certs. And finally, to all
the foreign countries who
contributed to the Clinton
Foundation, there will not
be a payoff or a rebate.
As Eddie Murphy so

eloquently stated in the
movie “48 Hrs.”: “There’s
a new sheriff in town.”
And he is going to be here
for 1,461 days. Merry
Christmas.

Maureen Dowd is a New
York Times columnist.

Trump-loving brother
takes annual revenge
shot at his famous sister
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was complaining about
how much homework I
have to do, and then I was
downtown listening to
folks without food and
shelter.”
Nationally ranked Uni-

versity High School is well
known for its college pre-
paratory program and
emphasis on music, but a
primary goal of the school
is to produce graduates

with good civic values and
a desire to be contributing
members in our commu-
nity. In 2015, the school
won the Bonner Center
Award for Character and
Citizenship.
Civic education for

students starts before the
first day of school. At
orientation, incoming
freshmen learn about the
school’s focus on char-

T his fall, the entire
sophomore class
from University
High School

spent a day away from the
classroom on an old-fash-
ioned field trip.
Early that morning,

students piled on buses
and took off – not to visit
traditional venues in the
Bay Area or on the Cen-
tral Coast but rather to
work in community-based
organizations in Fresno.
Students learned about
what services these organ-
izations provided before
they spent part of the day
engaged in volunteer
work.
They volunteered at the

Salvation Army, Poverello
House, Rescue the Chil-
dren, Ronald McDonald
House, Catholic Charities
and Community Food
Bank. Students did a little
bit of everything: packing
boxes and backpacks of
food for hungry families,
weeding flower gardens,
preparing a garden for a
vegetable planting, wrap-
ping donation barrels and
even putting together
hygiene packets for Fres-
no’s homeless.
“It was really hum-

bling,” said Sohan Baner-
jee a sophomore class
officer, “the day before, I

acter and are taught the
keys to the school’s cul-
ture: Be understanding,
honorable and studious.
All freshmen read Sean

Covey’s “Seven Habits of
Highly Effective Teens,” a
book designed to promote
character values.
Students have confer-

ences with the top school
administrators and their
counselor to discuss the

importance of exhibiting
good behavior.
On Character Education

Day, the entire student
body gathers to recite and
sign the School’s Code of
Character under the guid-
ance of local community
leaders such as Fresno’s
district attorney or mayor.
All of these efforts contin-
ue into the junior and
senior years as students
prepare for college.
But it is during the

sophomore year when, for
most, these lessons hit
home. Students learn not
only why getting involved
in our community mat-
ters, but how to become a
volunteer and contribute.
“Field trips like these

expose students to ways
they can help the commu-
nity,” said Hallie Gamue-
da, the sophomore class
vice president.
Don Eskes, the CEO of

the Fresno Rescue Mis-
sion, agrees, and he would
like to see more visits
from students.
“It gives our youth an

awareness of the greater
needs of the community
and the opportunity to
think about solutions to
the critical issues of the
homeless and under-
served,” Eskes said.
At UHS, students must

serve 10 hours of volun-
teer work each semester
to graduate, and they have
risen to the challenge. The
average number of hours
earned by students ex-
ceeds the school’s require-
ment. The school helps by
showcasing community
service opportunities
through its Leo Club,

sponsored by the local
Lions Club. Last year, 40
percent of the UHS stu-
dents were active Leo
Club members.
At graduation each

year, the school gives the
John D. Welty Community
Service Award to the stu-
dent recognized by their
peers as having contrib-
uted the most to the com-
munity through service.
Last year’s winner, Rebec-
ca Mann, volunteered well
over 1,000 hours. She,
perhaps, expresses the
value of community par-
ticipation best.
“Volunteering has cer-

tainly made me a better
citizen and a better part of
the community,” Rebecca
says. “It builds character
by challenging us students
to be leaders, take initia-
tive, persevere and work
hard even as we work
together.”
In schools, it is easy to

talk about citizenship and
character, but getting
students to willingly en-
gage in our community is
more challenging. Stu-
dents need to learn what
they can do, how they can
get involved and why their
efforts matter.
That’s because, if we

want our students to be a
force in our community in
the future, we need to
teach them to care about
our community today.

James Bushman is head of
school at University High
School and a proud
Rotarian.

University High School

University High students Emily Dack, Jenna Sloan and Mikey Talta volunteer at the
Fresno Rescue Mission as part of their civic education and community service.

University High puts
civic education to work
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