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sponsored by the local
Lions Club. Last year, 40
percent of the UHS students were active Leo
Club members.
At graduation each
year, the school gives the
John D. Welty Community
Service Award to the student recognized by their
peers as having contributed the most to the community through service.
Last year’s winner, Rebecca Mann, volunteered well
over 1,000 hours. She,
perhaps, expresses the
value of community participation best.
“Volunteering has certainly made me a better
citizen and a better part of
the community,” Rebecca
says. “It builds character
by challenging us students
to be leaders, take initiative, persevere and work
hard even as we work
together.”
In schools, it is easy to
talk about citizenship and
character, but getting
students to willingly engage in our community is
more challenging. Students need to learn what
they can do, how they can
get involved and why their
efforts matter.
That’s because, if we
want our students to be a
force in our community in
the future, we need to
teach them to care about
our community today.
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as “not diverse enough”
or “too white and male” –
a day before he named
two women and offered a
Cabinet position to an
African American – magnified this fact.
Here is a final word to
my Democratic friends.
The election is over.
There will not be a doover. So let me bid farewell to Al Sharpton, Ben
Rhodes and the Clintons.
Note to Cher, Barbra,
Amy Schumer and Lena
Dunham: Your plane is
waiting.
And to Jon Stewart, who
talked about moving to
another planet: Your
spaceship is waiting. To
Bruce Springsteen, Jay Z,
Beyoncé and Katy Perry,
thanks for the free concerts. And finally, to all
the foreign countries who
contributed to the Clinton
Foundation, there will not
be a payoff or a rebate.
As Eddie Murphy so
eloquently stated in the
movie “48 Hrs.”: “There’s
a new sheriff in town.”
And he is going to be here
for 1,461 days. Merry
Christmas.
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University High School

University High students Emily Dack, Jenna Sloan and Mikey Talta volunteer at the
Fresno Rescue Mission as part of their civic education and community service.

University High puts
civic education to work
was complaining about
how much homework I
have to do, and then I was
downtown listening to
folks without food and
shelter.”
Nationally ranked University High School is well
known for its college preparatory program and
emphasis on music, but a
primary goal of the school
is to produce graduates

Trump-loving brother
takes annual revenge
shot at his famous sister

F

irst I had to deal
with the president-elect scolding.
During his interview
with The New York Times
last week, Donald Trump
chided me twice for being
BY MAUREEN DOWD
too tough on him.
Sitting next to our publisher, Arthur Sulzberger
the centerpiece – my
Jr., Trump invited everybrother, Kevin, nickone around the table to
named Hillary “Cersei”
call him if they saw anyduring this year’s brutal
thing “where you feel that game of thrones – I knew I
I’m wrong.”
wasn’t in a safe space.
“You can call me; ArMy little basket of dethur can call me, I would
plorables, as I call my
love to hear,” he said.
conservative family, gloat“The only one who can’t
ed with Trump toasts
call me is Maureen. She
galore, and Kevin presenttreats me too rough.”
ed me with his annual
Then I had to go home
holiday column with an
for Thanksgiving and deal extra flourish.
with my family scolding
My colleague Paul
me about the media misKrugman tweeted Friday
reading the country. I
that “affluent, educated
went cold turkey to eat
suburbanites” who voted
hot turkey: no therapy
for Trump are “fools.”
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What else is there to say,

with good civic values and
a desire to be contributing
members in our community. In 2015, the school
won the Bonner Center
Award for Character and
Citizenship.
Civic education for
students starts before the
first day of school. At
orientation, incoming
freshmen learn about the
school’s focus on char-

“Election therapy guide
for liberals”:
Donald Trump pulled
off one of the greatest
political feats in modern
history by defeating Hillary Clinton and the vaunted Clinton machine.
The election was a complete repudiation of Barack Obama: his fantasy
world of political correctness, the politicization of
the Justice Department
and the IRS, an out-ofcontrol EPA, his neutering
of the military, his nonsupport of the police and
his fixation on things like
transgender bathrooms.
Since he became president, his party has lost 63
House seats, 10 Senate
seats and 14 governorships.
The country had signaled strongly in the last
two midterms that they
were not happy. The
Dems’ answer was to give
them more of the same
from a person they did not
like or trust.
Preaching – and pandering – with a message of
inclusion, the Democrats
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importance of exhibiting
good behavior.
On Character Education
Day, the entire student
body gathers to recite and
sign the School’s Code of
Character under the guidance of local community
leaders such as Fresno’s
district attorney or mayor.
All of these efforts continue into the junior and
senior years as students
prepare for college.
But it is during the
sophomore year when, for
most, these lessons hit
home. Students learn not
only why getting involved
in our community matters, but how to become a
volunteer and contribute.
“Field trips like these
expose students to ways
they can help the community,” said Hallie Gamueda, the sophomore class
vice president.
Don Eskes, the CEO of
the Fresno Rescue Mission, agrees, and he would
like to see more visits
from students.
“It gives our youth an
awareness of the greater
needs of the community
and the opportunity to
think about solutions to
the critical issues of the
homeless and underserved,” Eskes said.
At UHS, students must
serve 10 hours of volunteer work each semester
to graduate, and they have
risen to the challenge. The
average number of hours
earned by students exceeds the school’s requirement. The school helps by
showcasing community
service opportunities
through its Leo Club,

BY JAMES BUSHMAN

his fall, the entire
sophomore class
from University
High School
spent a day away from the
classroom on an old-fashioned field trip.
Early that morning,
students piled on buses
and took off – not to visit
traditional venues in the
Bay Area or on the Central Coast but rather to
work in community-based
organizations in Fresno.
Students learned about
what services these organizations provided before
they spent part of the day
engaged in volunteer
work.
They volunteered at the
Salvation Army, Poverello
House, Rescue the Children, Ronald McDonald
House, Catholic Charities
and Community Food
Bank. Students did a little
bit of everything: packing
boxes and backpacks of
food for hungry families,
weeding flower gardens,
preparing a garden for a
vegetable planting, wrapping donation barrels and
even putting together
hygiene packets for Fresno’s homeless.
“It was really humbling,” said Sohan Banerjee a sophomore class
officer, “the day before, I

present tumult of impres-

acter and are taught the
keys to the school’s culture: Be understanding,
honorable and studious.
All freshmen read Sean
Covey’s “Seven Habits of
Highly Effective Teens,” a
book designed to promote
character values.
Students have conferences with the top school
administrators and their
counselor to discuss the

James Bushman is head of
school at University High
School and a proud
Rotarian.

